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the ban which had endured perhaps too long. The editors
expressed their concern, each in his own way. The Times
talked of the "paramount importance" of reaching a decision
which would "proclaim afresh the fundamental harmony of
all elements of the State." The Daily Mail said that abdica-
tion was "out of the question," because of the mischief that
would ensue, and the Daily Express asked, "Are we to lose
the King or keep him? He knows the answer that the people
want to hear." The Labour Daily Herald, declared, "Either
the King is bound to accept his Ministers' advice or else the
British democratic Constitution ceases to work."
In the new countries, comments were loyal but frank. A
Melbourne newspaper said, "Only the King can relax the
tension. His sacrifice might be unreasonable, but it is necess-
ary for the sake of the monarchy/' A Canadian newspaper
hoped that the King would find "duty more appealing than
personal inclinations," and some of the Indian journalists
wrote wildly of his trying to "render a distinct service to Brit-
ish democracy." New York reminded England of her "inex-
haustible" gift for compromise, and hoped that it would "avail
in this case."
In the British Parliament, Mr. Attlee, Leader of the Oppos-
ition, asked a question of the Prime Minister. He wished to
know "whether any constitutional difficulties" had arisen, and
whether Mr. Baldwin had "a statement to make." The ensu-
ing statements were guarded and inconclusive: the day ended
in gloom, and the events of the night made people wait be-
side their wireless sets or congregate before the newspaper
offices. London was dazed: the dark facade of Buckingham
'Palace seemed to fascinate hundreds of people who stood
there, staring at nothing. Great Britain was suddenly divided
into two camps. The smaller was all for licence and freedom,
at the expense of security and judgment. The greater was
sympathetic, willing to be patient, but certain that the throne
was of more importance than any one man who might sit
upon it. The leaders in the drama lived through a busy and
anxious night. The King saw Mr. Baldwin once more, and he